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Politics Charge

Made by Rees

By ROBERT GOR

Facite Service
Three thousand Westside residents swarmed into
the auditorium of the Vista Del Mar Child Care Seryice
Center in Cheviot Hills Tuesday night ta protest the

propased o of the Olympic Freeway.
They cheered as Assemblyman Thomas M. Rees
charged that the leg of the freeway from LaCienegs o

Santa Monica was “politically planned
“The Lresway is being roaled to Santa Monica pri
marily because state highway commissioner Robert E.
McClure lives there” Rees declared.
“McClure doss not care what happens to your com-
mumity,” the assefiblyman added, *5o long as the free-
way ends fa Sants 3

o Theg ? d ite approval again as Rees declar-
Ced! tAs hr:tl concerned the freeway should be

routed slong Veniee Boulevard, and not along some
ise route that will run through a community
that is more than 80 per cent residential ™

Reen accused the sate highway commision of
»helng evasive and refusing to give out formation

(“even 1o legislators”) about their route plans
Ben Goldman Jr ., a resident of the dustrict and chair
man of the meeting, told the huge sudience that they
oould succeed in changing the route onlv if they could
biring enough pressure on Governor Goodwin J. Knight

10 cause him 1o direct the highway commission to change

Its plans.
The commission, he smid, is not rerponsible to
the people, since it serves at the pleasure of the gov-
ce 1o write letters

wrnor, He pleaded 1cith she ouds
10 the governor, to sign pelitions againet the route
and 10 attend en masse ¢ meeting with the highway
commission which i scheduled to be held in the
State Building in Civic Center on Oct. 26 at S o.m
Goldman was colitical of local paolitical representa-
tives who he said “refused to attend the m ng.” “Coun
citman Harold Harby was invited fo come.” he explain-
ed, "but he refused by saying that the freeway route
was a state problem and none of his affair”
Goldman disclased that-Congressman Donald Jack
wm also had been invited to attend, but the legulat
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declined, staling that the freeway problem was sul of
bis jurisdiction. “It does not concern me,” Jacksonsaid

Goldman read & telegram from state senator Rich-
ard Richards which backed Assemblyman Rees in his
fight to get the {reeway relocated, and Assemblvman
Laester McMillan sent word 1o the meeting chairman that
his sympathies were with Rees' localion efforts

Goldman outlined lour reasons why he thought the
route should be relocated along Venice Blvd
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3,000 Voice Protest---
(Continued from Page 1)
route,” she said, “but common sense dictates that
- the southern route should be utilized.”

Assemblyman Rees, the main speaker of the even-
ing, took sharp issue with the state’s policy of giving
great power to decide and adopt freeway routes to the
seven-man state highway commission. “They have a
budget of more than $240,000,000," he said, “and the
Legislature has nothing to do with their decisions.”

Stating that the presently contemplated route was
not part of the state’s master plan of freeways, Rees ex-
plained that originally the highway commission had se-
lected two east-west highway routes — Santa Monica
Blvd. and Olympic Blvd. These routes were abandoned
when the city of Beverly Hills killed the Santa Monica
Freeway proposal a few years ago. Since that time, Rees
declared, the freeway proposal has been moved further
and further south. Now the commission proposes to
make one freeway do the job of the two routes originally
planned, he said.

Rees charged that the commission had announced
these general routes and assured people that they could
build safely in areas now included in the present pro-
posal. “The commission,” he charged, “has shown bad
faith.”

“I am for a Venice Blvd. routing of the freeway,” |

he said, “and I am going to work to see that no other
route js adopted.”

The following organizations were represented at the
mass meeting: Rancho Park Optimist Club, Vista Del
Mar, Westwood Garden Association, Cheviot Hills Dem-
ocratic Club, Richland P-TA, Cheviot Hills Post Amer-
ican Legion, Castle Hights P-TA, Cheviot Hills Garden
Club, Webster Junior High P-TA, Cheviot Hills Women’s
Club, California Country Club Estates Assn., Palms Ele-
mentary P-TA, Palms Junior High P- TA Overland
P-TA, The Redeemer Baptist Church, Lombaile Lodge
Sanitarium, Cheviot Knolls Assn., Greater West Pico

Property Owners Ass'n, and the Rancho Park Chamber |

of Commerce.






