
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Display Ad 60 -- No Title
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); May 14, 1905; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)
pg. II3

[AUTIIOniZIW ANNOUNCI~Ioll'1NT) 

PLUCK WINS 
The Hughes Manufacturing Com­

pany' Victorious. 
Spl~ndld Record Achieved Through Courage, Independence and 

Tenacity-The Biggest Plant in.th~ United States, Built 
After Conqu~r!ng the Unions-The City's 

Debt of Gratlhlde. -

THE splendid Industrial results that a shipping department.. A sidetrack of 
ure achievable In mil.nufuL'tUrll)g In t.he -.Southern Puoll!c , runs directly 

. Los Angeles when the Industry hi u.longslde Ute tactory between these two 
not saddled with unionism are well ex- buildings. 
empll6ed b)' the large new plant wblch On the other side of the plant Is the 
haK just been completed bY the Hughes big boller, whlch Is fed ezrtlrely by 
Manufacturing 'Company of this city. Bbuvlngs frOm the machJnes o.bove. As 

For sixteen montba In 1902-1903 this i soon as Ill! tbe blowers are established 
company W'llll uttncked by Ute unions · In the floors' a.bove, the engine will be 
with Ill! the bitterness that they were: fed uutomatlcnlly, and t.here will be no 
car•allle oC. The subjection of the 1 sh .. vlngs or B<Lwdust Uttering the Cue-
Hughes Compu.ny was un essential I tory .lloors. . 
part o! the cnmpalll!l to plll(le the ~die In the •basement are two big engines, 
city under the 'union ;yoke for years to I or 300 und 400 horse-i>Qwer, respect­
come, and t:he alty owes o. !urge debt of lvely, The fiywlteel o! Ute Iutter 
gratitude to the owners tor their :;te11d- . welgbs 16,000 pounds. • 
ru..tnel!S In holding out nt the critical All t:he mec)tlnery o! tlte building Ia 
time when they did. propelled -from o. mn.ln Shaft running 

The new :plant ls'located on Aln.meda. the entire length of the basement o! 
street, between Fourteenth o.nd Fl!- Ute m111n building, 400 teet. 
teenth streets. J?oors, so.Bh n.nU. deco- As even the present Immense plant 
raUve posts a.nd !Wood cn.rvlng are the. covers only lllbout ha.lt t:he avu.llo.ble 
chief prodll'Cts. 'I space tn the company's pint, there Is 

There are nineteen w:rea of ground In ample room tor future development; 
the plat, an<l on it are located live hu•ge I and Ute company proposes to expand ns 
bulldlng&-!our ot them o! brick o.nd 1 rnp.ldly as the conditions of business 
the other of wood. The latter structure wm warrant hs dOing so. 
Is the office, while the other& are de- I· "The tight against us was ma.iie dl· 
voted to the manufactory. : rectly by the centro.! governing body 

Thomus Hughes, the president (most ; O! t:he 'building tra.des, tor the lenders 
ev~rybody ltnows him liS "'J.'om" understood t~e.lmpbrto.nce of our plant. 
Hughes) proved very willing to take' a. As ma.ny: oa live strikes In one day 
Times man tltrough the new plo.ce and have been cn.lled on jobs w11tere we were 
ex~laln Its lntrlcaclea to blm. Curnlshlng mill work; and It Willi often 

"Come on," anld be. "I want to show nece .... ary tor us to deliver mliterJal at 
you the president's office fiTSt. One of night on jobs where there was a time 
the nice tlllngs a.bout it Ia that 1 am I limit tor their completion. 
never In it." I "At 1!1tnt time r wus not devoting my 
It Is located on the second lloor, and ; entire Ume to this business, and was 

I~ not nearly so pretentious us ·some of I only at the factory night and morning. 
the others· on the ground lloor. My brother, G. G. Hugb6S, however. 

But this president Is one Who does was t-hen general manager, a.a he still 
not stick to Ute office end or Utlngs Is; and he bore the brunt of the bo.ttles. 
merely, as could enslly be seen when "You mny judge· of the severity o! 
he took the· visitor acroas the bridge. the methods employed and t:he vigilance 
Into the big to.ctory. : and courage necessary to both tlte 

Stnrtlng on the third floor, he pointed strike-breakers and tlte company om­
out every machine and explained Its cers by th~ tact that It was neces9llry 
operation In a way t:hat showed that he , to escort our men to and trom their 
was thorougQtly famlllnr wlt.h tlte way : homes. At night their homes were 
it should work. He ought to know, tor ! stoned, and other \"lolent means were 
he has been In thiS business In Los An- ta)<en to Intimidate them. The men 
gelea tor the pnst twenty-one yeo.rs.. were often so nervous. that lit wns hard 

The top floor ot the main building Is for them to keep !rom getting caught 
devoted to· the making ·or S<..Sh. exclu~ by the mncblnery. 
slvely. The capacity of Ute plant In "We kept twenty o.dvertlsements rur 
thl& class of work Is 1800 pairs o! sash men In eastern pnpers-all thl! way 
a day, but at llhe present time only 600 from Brownsville, Tex., to Montreal, 
are being tumed out, as the company Cat ada. Soon we began to receive let· 
Is experiencing a shortage of lumber. ters from · men amclous to take the 

The machinery here Is all of the' tat- places o! the strikers. Then they started 
est po.ttern,; and the perfect work It coming on here, and we were able to 
turns out Is a cause of wonder to' the fill our Yaconcles. Had \\ e depended 
uninitiated. One which was especially upor. union labor we ne,·er could hnve 
notlcable was a .saw sharpener. ·This kept our plant running, except nt the 
Is used to file the big band saws tltnt cost or submitting to lndustrln.l despo­
are used dowmrtnlrs In sawing Into tl•m. 
strips the rouS'h lumber. These sn.""' "To these men. and t'o those o! our old 
have to be sharpened twice a. do.y, nnd men who stood faithfully behind us In 
this machine does It wltlt Jmlre speed those troublesome days we teet v/'rY 
and as much accuracy as a skilled me- grbteful, ns they were easentlal tact~rs, 
chanlc working by hand. necessary to our success. 

On the floor below almost the entire "During the big strike, .llrr. Lester 
space Is given up to doors, though In Robinson, the secretary, bought Into 
one corner a skilled cnrver Is at work the business, and lent his support to­
and In another newel posts of hand·, wo.rd de!eat}ng Ute unions._ His com• 
some desi&'Il are mnde. lng In at· that Ume showed tltat he hail 

There are doors o! all kinds It ere- the courage or his convictions, and l• • 
.everything !rom. a highly ornamental !eels that be has. been fully rewarded 
one that Is to be a part o! a new church by the way matters have •turned out. 
to a big batch o! heavy sliding doors "'Veil," said Mr. Hughes, as he stood 
that ure to adorn the baggage houses rulblng his chin reflectively, alter muk­
or some new Salt Lnlte Railway sta- lng the rounds and telling o! the va• 
tlons out on the desert. rlous workings or the plant, "It sort ~r 

These doors are all mode piece by mal<es us !eel good to know th<t.L lilt In"'• 
piece, o! course, enclt section being aftet so many seemingly lnsurmount· 
turned out In tltousnnds by a man and able dlmcultles, we have a plan: timt 1• 
a machine who do nothing else but that. nt least as big as anYthing or Its kind 

There are fifteen parts ln the ordl· In the United States, nnd pemaps the 
nary house door. They . " nseem- biggest. 
bled by an expert workman' and hnm- "We had a hard struggle with the 
mered togebher with a wooden mullet. unions, and for a time It looked .1s lf 

'llhen comes the crowning opero.tJon they were going to got the better o! us. 
thM makes the ml~n~hapen mass a door But a good many of the local pcop e 
that looks the Pllrt.• were brave enough to stand bv us 

The \\1hole -Is put Into a rigid ronn, through the "-tlrP conflict; and bad It 
and a P<>wertul clump shuts down upon not been to1· •'he Times It would have 
It with Rteady yet Invincible torce. The been lmpossllJle tor us to have ~uc­
clamp makes the boo.rds crenk and the ceedcd at t11at time. 
hot glue run out o! t:he crevices, but n "Tills company wns dte keystoM In 
minute or so In the relentless grasp Is the scheme for unionizing the bulldln~t 
enough, nnd the thing that comes out ot trades of the city, and !tad we not b<'<'it 
bhe machine 'Is a solid piece. able· to withstand the llgh·t they put up 
It Is not llnlshed yet, though. It still agomst'us, there could not have been a 

has to go througlt a llnlsher-a greedy building erected here for a good manv 
machine that g<>bblelt dtree doors n years unless It \\'ere under tbe domlnn­
mlnute, handing Utem out at the other lion of the labor unions. The cost would 
side as smooth as glass. of cour•e ho.ve been much greater than 

At one side o! tlhe glue room, whlcb Is It Is. 
also located on the second floor, ?.re "At the present time .I do not think 
standing a number of speclmen3 of rare that any of our men arc member,, or 
woods to be used In veneering. Theae the union. We do not nsk any ques­
woolls are all Imported by the coni- tlons of them ,w1ten hll'lng them, !Vtl 
pa.ny, nnd come from Honolulu, Aus· onl)' require good workmRnshlp as the 
tralla and Central America. • standard o! employment. However. It 

One ot the handsomest meces Is one we find n union agitator In the build· 
called Coca bola. !rom' Honolulu. · lng, we have no heslttttlon Jn sum-

"We do a. good deal'of dtls veneering marlly kicking !tim out. 
work," said ]l{r. Hughes, "especially In "The men are wltlt us on this nlo~ttet, 
mB.hogany work. We ho.\'e found that nnd are as much Rgnlnst tlte unions as 
veneered wood Is more 11U!tlng In every we are." 
wny than the solid stulf." - The results or the policy pur~U'!d h~· 

The ground floor o! the main blllldlng the Hughes Company are 8hown by the 
Is given -,over to the ho.ndllng ot the great Increase In their busonP.'~ Rlnce 
roug:t lumber 118 .It comes ln. nere It the big strike was settled :md the ~·rln­
IB &awed Into , suitable lengths and clple of the open shop csta blls:te1 •. The 
shapes, and sent to the upper floors !or business bas grown to live times what 
l!he completing touches. It was then, a.nd l,as made neces' !rY 

A repair department ·that ta.kes care the great plant which has been de­
'>t all the tools usad In the c&tabllsh- scribed In this sketch. Two hundred 
ment occupies a large section of this and thirty men are regularly employed 
tloor. there, and about thirty million teet of 

Tc the north of the main building Is lumber nre )'earl)' converted Into doors 
a smaller brick edifi-ce Wlhlch Is used as and sash. 


