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CHANGING SCHOOL

Hamilton High
Seeks Answers
in Black, White

The teacher, one of the few black
faculty members at Hamilton High,
leaned back in her chair.

"We have got to be realistic,” she
said. "You and I know integration is
a myth, I don't get upset or distllu-
sioned because they are not eating
off the same sandwich,”

Hamilton High is learning to live
with black and white students under
the same roof.

Hamilton in the mid-1960s was al—
most 80% white, It had only a sprin-
kling of minority students, a few
blacks and even fewer Mexican-
Americans and Asian-Americans.

But in the latter half of the 1960s,
amid the new push for civil rights,
black parents anxious to find a bet-

This is the third in a five-part se.
ries of articles on life in a Los An.
geles high school by Times educa-
tion writers Noel Greenwood and
Jack McCurdy and Times staff writ.
er Ccleste Durant,

ter school for their children began
transferring their youngsters from
nearby predominantly black high
schools to Hamilton,

These were the permit children—
so named because they attended Ha-
milton on a space-available permit
hut still lived in largely segregated
neighborhoods oufside Hamilton's
regular attendance area.

At the same time, some black fami-
lies managed to make further dents
in the housing barrvier and began
moving into neighborhoods within
Hamilton's attendance area.

By the fall of 1971, the combina-
tion—together with some white
flizht—had driven white enrollment
down to 57% % and black em'ollment
up to 3455

In eal‘ly 1972. al the demand of the
milton administration and parent
o-ivisory council, the Los Angeles
Tourd of Bducation reacted, It al-
Ivved Hamilton to clamp—for the
first time in city school history—a
ranial {reeze on student iransfer per-
mif s,

That closed the then-majm' avenue
used by blacks to enter Hamilton
and one escape route for uneasy
whites.

Basis of Defense

The freeze was defended on the
hasis it could prevent Hamilton
from following the path of other city
high schools that turned from white
to hlack,

"The problem,” said one white
parent aclive in the move, "is lo
draw the line and hold Hamilton as
an integrated school.”

But it also was hoped the freeze
would have a calming effect on the
community ilself. Said the same
Earent: "When the school goes all

lack, then the neighhborhood goes
all black."

The freeze had supporiers among
both black and white parents of
youngsters at Hamilton. |

But it also generated some ill
feeling, particularly among some
blacks who saw it as a move mainly
to preserve Hamilton for the whites,

"The frecze is working," one black
parent said bitterly. "It is working
for the white community.”

Teday, the freeze is having its in-
tended effect. White students ac-
count for 55% of Hamilton enroll-
ment and blacks 35%.
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School Seeks Answers
to Black, White Issues

Continued from First Pags ,

. Although that represents a further
slight decrease in the percentage of
white ‘enrollment, 1t is nothing like
the large and accelerating percen-
tage shifts of past years.

The balance of Hamillon's entoll-

ment is spread between Mexican-
Americans and immigrants from
Cuba or other Latin American coun-
tries (6%5), Asian-Americans (4%)
and a tiny scatlering of other minor-
ities,

But when the subject of race comes
up at Hamilton, it is nearly always
in terms of black and white.

"It's fine to be infegrated, but 505
of our student body doesn't accept

it."
~A white student

Black and white students coexist
at Hamilton. Most students do not
find this a particularly alarming si-
tuation. It is, they will say, just the
way things are.

The surface signs are all there.
Blacks cluster In one part of the
campus for lunch while whites are
together in another. Blacks show up
{or a schonl dance but whites do not,

"I guess," says one black student,
"t's really because they don't have
anything in common."

That may be part of the answer.
‘Another part is the social pressure,
stronger now than in past years,
that discourages interracial friend-
ships.

"TLots of whites and blacks don't
want to be friends once they are out-
side because people are afraid of
what their friends might say," one
white student said.

"When people see blacks with
whites, there is just a question mark
on their face that asks you, "Why?'"
a black student said.,

Despite all this, there are students
who take an essentially optimistic
view.

"There are some moments," says
one white student, "when race does-
n't matter, when it doesn't matter
whether you are white or black, and
it's worth that moment (going to an
Integrated school). You are just hu-
man beings."

A black student says: "One of the
things T think helps me get through
life is the fact that Hamilton is ra-
cially mixed, so you learn that basi-
cally people are the same. You can
live with them knowing that."

There are also students who are
bothered that race relations are not
better, . ]

Says one white girl, who was told
by a black that he hated whites:
"When it happens to you, you think,

X2

"Why should I'try to like them?'
People can't think of it as an indivi-
dual thing, I just eried when he said
that, but T didn't understand it. It
doesn't make sense to me."

"Tt's a big racial hang-up,”" a black

student said. "No need to try.and.

cover it up. There is too much preju-
dice Here,"

1f the school has not succeeded In
erasing prejudice, neither has it sa-
tisfactorily resolved two-other lin-
gering difficulties: black alienation
and white fear.

Still, the consensus of students and
faculty is that race relations are no
worse than in past years—and prob-
ably better. : .

The number of incidents between
blacks and whites has fallen con-
siderably, neither blacks nor whites
see violence as a serious problem,
and a majority of both say they.are
satisfied with the racial makeup of
the school, =

"1 think," one teacher says cau-
tiously, "that it's settling down."

"A lol of blacks cannot relale to
the school. They think il's working
against them. It isn't that they don't
care.”

~—& black studeni

Black students at Hamilton
are not that far from their white
classmates when it comes to likes
and dislikes about their school,

But their feclings are move intense
in some key areas, and they have
some concerns -about the schools
that are uniquely theirs,

There are blacks who are con-
vinced they are better off at Hamil-
ton.

"For me as a black person, I feel
I'm getting a better education here
than if I were to go lo an all-black
school," one student said.

“J€ 1 have to get up at 6 am. or 7
am., I want to learn something"
said anether. "I don’t want to watch
somebady get their brains kicked
out. If this school were all black
there would be a lot of cliques and
gangs.” '

Feelings of Persecution

But a good many blacks also have
the feeling that Hamilton is not real-
ly their school, that they are isolated
and even, in some cases, persecuted.

"Hami," says one black student,
"don't want blacks to go here,"

There is a tendency for these
hlacks to see school policies like the
freeze, tight security and stern disci-
pline as essentially antiblack, They
tend also to have a lower regard for
the school's leachers and classes.

How deeply does this feeling . of
estrangement run? It is hard to say,

1t is not shared by all blacks. "The

DRESS STYLE~ Thera is studied casuainess omong the whites.

UNDER THE SAME ROOF- White students, accounting for S_‘S%v of tha enrollment, and blacks, with 359%,

people are great and the teachers
are not bad," says one enthused
black’ student. "The whole atmos-
phere is good."

But it exists with enough persis-
tence so that it would be dangerous
to dismiss it as having ‘no impot-
tance. . .

In part, it may he tied to black
students intimidated by Hamilton's
academic reputation,

"Blacks. come from junior high
schools where they get away wilh
doing less," says one black student
who is getling nearly all As-at Ha-
milton. . : s .

"They don't want to compete when -

they get to high school because they
feel afraid. They think whites have
had move opportunity.” = -

A good deal of the school's. hlack
absenteeism is a symptom of this,
Leonard George, the boys' vice prin-
cipal, believes. -

“I've had black kids tell me a
course is tno hard," he says. "I check
up and {ind out they're just not at-
tending, They've heard ‘it will be
hard and they stay away."

Black estrangement also is fed by
the. conviction of ‘some blacks that
Hamilton, regardless of their. pres
ence, is a school run by whites for
whites. . . - .

“The teacheis are prejudiced and
feel.that if you are a minority, you
must have grades like a minority—
poor," one black student complains,

*+. Disciplinary Matlers

Black students account for more of
the school's disciplinary problems
than whites, George, the hoys' vice
principal, himselfl black, thinks the
youngsters and the school must
share the blame. :

There: is, George says, the black

youngster not held to tough stan-
dards in chiefly black schools
"thinking he can come here and
knack someone in the head."

But there also ave white teachers
and administrators, he adds, "who
allow the black kid to get away with
stuff because they think it's his nor-
mal behavior," (George is held in
disfavor by a fair number of black
students who see him as doubly
touzh on them because they are
black. George, who spent 14 years at
predominantly black Gompers Ju-
nior High, says: .

"T'm doing the same thing here 1
was doing at- Gompers. I haven't
done anything differently since I've
been a teacher.”

. Socially, hlack students look for
more from their school than Hamil-
ton’is providing, - :

An overriding - complaint from
blacks is that Hamilton is a “dead
school® becauss it does not stage

enough dances or noontime enter-
tainment’ or after-school activities—
a complaint heard much less fre-
quently from whites.

Finally, blacks bring with them a
slrong sense of racial pride and a de-
termination not to lose their identity
in this predominantly white schoal,

Natural and intricately braided
hair styles [lourish among Hamil-
ton's black students, and there ig
great -.care taken lo dress stylishly
(in -conirast to the studied casual-
ness of white students),

Some “black students (or their
parents) balk at school tasks .that
stir old -images of blacks filling me-
nial. jobs.. .

"If you assign a white student to
the cafeteria, no problem," says a
counselor, "If-you assign-a black'stu-

CONTRAST - . Colorful ‘dress.
and hair styles tlourish among
the school’s black students,

dent to the cafeterla, you sometimes
get a kickback from the parents.”

"What this school needs is more
interracial discussions, raps, doing
creative things together—instead of.
this white passive/black aggressive

trip the school's on

~A white student

¥or years, Hamilton's students
were chiefly white youngsters from
middle to upper-middle class Jewish
families,

Their numbers are fewer today,
but they probably still represent the
largest single segment of . whites at
the schaol. o

Changes in tHe communitly around
Hamilton (including the construc-
tion of many apartment-:houses)
have altered the white student mix
somewhat, intfoducing youngsters
from.less affluent families. :

Some of these clearly fee
esivanged from the more affluent
whites,

'No One Would Understand’

{(In a human vrelations class,
one while pgirl whose family
was not finaneially well off, ex-
plained why: she had kept silent dur-
ing a discussion: "I just. don't have
anything {o say. No one in this class
would understand my problems,")

+ 1f blacks, bring with them black
pride, there also is an evident sense
of Jewish pride among the whites,

But there is another, more trou-
blesome sense among many Hamil-
ton white students (and thelr
parents) as well; It is fearfulness of,
or at least’ uneasiness about, the
black presence at Hamilton,

"Like black alicnation, the depth:

and breadih of tliis feeling s hard to
measure. It may not even be shared
by a majority of whites,

But it is there, and its souring ef-
fect on race relations is undeniable. ,
* White apprehension surfaced
when the black influx picked up
momenturt at Hamilton, Soma
white families moved out, Others
transferred their-youngsters on per-
mits from Hamilton to nearby high
schools that seemed llkely to remain
white, Some went into private
schools, E

The worst year was 1370, when
Hamilton's white enrollment fell by
521--a 22% decline from-the year
before. - e .

The school today {8. still losing
white enrollment, but at a lesser
rate, How much of {t is solely the re-
sult of white flight is uhcertain;

School authorities know that there
are white parents now evading the
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"HAMILTON HIGH

Continued from Third Page  black schools they came

" " permit freeze by declaring from.)

.+ false addresses or even "When I first came, the
4+ renting empty apartments few blacks we had were
eqi(the cost sometimes passive and they would

S . begin to assimilate with
Shi;r e? l;y t‘:{o : rnr;;o{‘ié:” the other youngsters. Now

¢ ,1m esy in o ?e g there are more blacks and
- hoods so their youngsters ney don't have to assimi-
+. can attend another school.  late. They act the way
So there is a hopeful they are all the time and

feeling that the worst of ymté_hm.;e g‘f" betblrrgk to
A realize it. H's not noiscr—
~- white flight is over, but its a different kind of

i~there also is the plain fact 0

** that nobody knows with —A black tencher
recisi xtent to —
. precision the exten Misperceptions — they

~,-which it is cont.imﬁng. are a fascinating side of

ie. White uncasiness feeds  the yace relations picture

11 on a combination of rumor  ay Hamilion High.

tvand actual instances of Black students will
white students victimized - .

.- hy blacks, Some of thisun-  Please Turn to Pg. 25, Col. 7

1. easiness also seems a hold-

i» over from the days when

-~ racial incidents were

1o much more frequent.

e+ On campus, it surfaces

.. -when whites talk in appre-
hensive tones about being

‘e.sjostled in the halls or not

2z -using the bathrooms be-

» cause they might be bea-

«soten up or extorted [or
loose change by blacks.

e Sporting Evenis

n Sparse white attendance

. at sports events is blamed

.- chiefly on student or

i.. pavental fears that there

" may be trouble during or
after the game from
blacks.

‘When such incidents do
occuy, it fuels the cycle.

«' After one football game,
two black girls were trans-
¢t ferred out of Hamilton for
= gingeing with matches the
-~ hair of two white girls
-+ geated in front of them.
zio Versions of that incident
grew more sensational
+ with aarh telling. "The ru-
mors fly hot ana neavy,”
says one coach, "and the
-mommies are scared to
have their kids come to
the game."

To some, the situation
has aspects of a psycho-
drama, the "white pas-
sive/black aggressive
trip."

“They (black students)
like to start trouble to see
if you are scared," says
one white student. "They
will do more il they see
you are afraid.”

Some Give Money
Comments a black stu-

enl:

"Some of them (white
students) let blacks walk
all over them just hecause
they are black. They give
them money just because
they ask for it and blacks
fee] they can walk all over
them and they can.”

There are white students
who say they stay away
from school dances be-
cause blacks laugh at the
way they dance.

One coach, lamenting
the problems he has get-
ting some white boys to go

- out for sports, thinks the

. youngsters are not only

- unsure they can measure

- up to blacks athletically,

v but also are fearful of
them.

Whites, of course, are
not the only ones con-
cerned ahout the potential
for trouble, and it would |
be simplistic 10 suppose '

- that they are.

"It's an issue that both-
ers both white and black
: parents," says one teacher,

' Tells of Fear
'I've seen some rough
., girls here," says a black fe-
- male student. "They make
. me think twice about
. going in the bathroom."
"The few ({black stu-
. dents) that go around
- fighting and things like
-+ that—that presents a bad
« picture of all blacks," an-
. other black student says,
(In fact, one ironic side
i of the situation showed
‘clearly in student re.
" sponses to The Times sur-
. vey at Hamilton, While a
strain of white concern
over the potential for vi-
olence was evident, so was
a strain of black relief at
attending what. they con-
sider a safe school—safe,
apparently, compared
-with the predominantly
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RACIAL ISSUES -~

Continued from 24th Page

swear there are more
whites at Hamilton than
thé school admits; white
students will just as firm-
ly ‘Inslst the same ahout
blacks,

‘White studenta who are
upset about the black pre-
sence will talk about
"stopping the husing," In
fact, only 40 of the approx-
imately 800 blacks at the

. school are being bused to
Hamilton, }

Whites will talk about
blacks whaose families care
little about education. In
fact, a higher percentage
of black students at Ha-
milton feel pressured by
their parents to get better
grades than white stu-
dents,

"I think," says a black
administrator, "that some
black kids- are getting
from their .parents the
feeling they -are. behind
and they may never catch
up_u . o

* Economic Status

A good many whites, in-
cluding a surprising num-
ber of teachers, see Hamil-
ton's blacks as economical-
ly deprived, essentially
lower class. In fact, about
half live within the Hamil-
ton attendance area and
the majority of the others
(who attend on permit)
are from middle-to upper-
middle-class black neigh-
borhoods immediately ad-
jacent to the Hamilton
area,

It i3 not uncommon to he
tald by hlack students that

blacks attending Hamilton

on permit are heing
pushed out of the school in
large numbers, their per-
mits canceled for the
slightest infraction.

School records do not
hear this - out, however,
The school this year can-
celed permits for just 23 of
the 423 students attending
on permit,

In the community itself,
there is a tendency to read
racial overtones into vir-
tually every incident.
Trouble after a football
game with University
High. was' seen. as racial
conflict, . ‘

“But," says Principal
Josephine C. Jimenez, "ba-
sically we haven't heen
able to establish it was.
There were many factors.
Qur kids were pretty up-
tight because they had lost
to Unt, Unt kids felt pretly
clated about.winning.
They hung around to gloat
over their victory,

"But with us it became a
big thing . . . A week Ia-
ter, Palisades and Waest.
chester went at it and peo-
ple called it a fight, Here,
you're very vulnerable be-
cause of the manner in
which the school is viewed
by its constituents,"

Hamilton is also caught
in the collision of two cul-
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tures, hlack and Jewish,
"When you get these two
cuftures on the same
ground and the ground-
work hasn't heen Jald. for
the differences, clashes
arise," says ona white
teacher. .
"It all goes along,” says a
white student, "with being

-afrafd "of what you don't

know about.”

Special Classes °

The school has tried to
smooth the way by offer-
ing human relations
classes for students, |

(No'such effort has yet
heen made with teachers,
It is needed, the principal
concedes, but "the staft
has to recognize the need
for it.") . :

These classes are
scorned by some students
and their parents as too ti-
mid and too few. But they
have managed-to get out
in the open some of the
things that bother stu-
dents. :

The school's principal
concedes that more must
be done, and intends to in-
tensify the effort next
year, :

Mrs. Jimenez says: "You
could not expect these
kids to come to Hamilton
and make all the natural
adjustments to high school
itself, and make the racial
adjustments and Integra-
tion, too, without help to
do it." :

Outside Factors. .

In the end, whether Ha-
milton makes it as an in-
tegrated school depends
on some important factors
essentially outside its con-
trol-especially, what hap-
pens to the surrounding
neighborhood,

'T moved on 20th St. a
vear ago and it was all
white,” says a black
student, "now it's practi-
cally all black, Every day
you will see a moving
truck -and it's either some
blacks . coming. or some
Jews moving. People keep
running away." .

But a lot also depends on
what happens inside Ha-
milton. :

One black teacher says:

"We've given lip service
to integration and it won't
work until we really-get
on it, While there are a lot
of people working hard on
it, T think we have people
who ave dragging their
feet, who maybe don't
want it to be successful.”

Next: Law and order at
Hamilton High,



