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Poll Shows Areas in Which -
Teachers, Students Disagree

Teachers at Hamilton High are
fairly confident that they under-
stand their students and know fairly
well the ahilities of their students,
But students are less confident on
this score, :

There also is some disagreement .

hetween teachers and students over
the extent to which student motiva-
tion and behaviorial problems are
linked to schoolwork.

A questionnaire completed {or The
Times by 1,700 of the school's 2,350
students and 83 of the school's 99
teachers contained three cuestions
that explored these issues.

Here are the questions and the
\\;Jay students and teachers respond-
ed; .

1—Do Lhe leachers at Hamilion
High generally understand end re-
late well to young people?

Students Teachers

All teachers do 1% 0%
Most teachets do 23 69
Some teachers do 44 27
Few teachers do 30 2
No teachers do ) a
Other 0 2

"Some leachers hate kids," says
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one student. "(But) some are really
interested in us (and) that's really
far out!" Black students as a whole
are less optimistic on this issue than
white students,

2—Most teachers at Hamilton
High know pretty well how able
their students are and know the
kind of schoolwork they are capuble
of doing.

Students Teachers
Apree 38% 6% °
Disagree 38 10
Unsure 24 14

Some of the teachers don't seem
to be able to find the time to really
find out,” says one student. "Bul
once they get an idea, they usually
end up generalizing about the stu-
dent.” )

Comments one teacher: "It culs
both ways, so that sometimes the
kids' active dislike of us turns us
into unknowing, uncaving custodi-
ans who expect nothing good~-and
get nothing good." Black students as
a whole are more dubious on this
point than white students.

J--Students would be better motir
Please Turn to Page 14, Col. 1
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stand what happened."

Wayne Johnson—young,
long-haired, dressed ca-
gually in jeanhs and ticless,
voted most popular teach-
er by tha senlor class far
two years running—has to
yell in his Missouri twang
to get the attention of jab-
bering students,

The class is U.S. history,
nothing faney, all average
students, just 11th-graders
fulfilling a course require-
ment.

The room is different
from most others at Ha-
milton. The walls—and
celling—are adorned with
humorous posters: Pres-
ident Nixon in undignified
poses, a pop-eyed cat chin-
ning itself on a erosshar
over the words, "Hang in
there, baby."

And there are old front
pages of newspapers and
enlarged photographs, in-
cluding one of Johnson
looking sinister.

Election Outcome

Before Johnson can
launch his lecture, the stu-
dents are demanding a dis-
cussion of the city primary
election held the day be-
fore. He yiclds easily.

His comments are punc-
tuated with his personal
ideas and experiences, and
sprinkled with words like
"eool" and "bummer."

Several students want to
know why minor candi-
dates bother to run.

~Johnson explains what
motivates them, their deep
belief in causes, their faith
In a political system, It
was the same, he tells
them, during the Progres-
sive period (which the
class is studying), and he

cites reformers like

_Robert LaFollette and Up-
ton Sinclair.

Some questions are silly,

but he fields them without
a hint of disdain.

"Did you ever consider
running for anything, Mr.
Johnson?" asks one stu-
dent, admiring the teach-
er's grasp of politics.

"Only for the border a
few times," Johnson
shoots back, hringing
moaning laughter at his

pun.

His tone for the lecture
is not a great deal differ-
ent. It is relaxed, seem-
ingly unstructured (he
talks from his own notes; a
texthook is never in sight)
and he appears to genuine-
1y enjoy the subject.

He is respected by stu-
dents. The story goes that
Johnson initiates his
classes at the start of the
year with a warning that
he has not gone to college
five years to allow some
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vated and classroom beha-
vior problems rcduced if
school work were made
more interesting to them.

Students Teachers
Agree 92% 57%
Disagree 3 26
Unsure 5 17

The affirmative student
response here was the lar-
gest recorded on any ques-
tion in the survey, While a
majority of teachers agree,
a significant minority
shows skepticism or at
least doubts.

"Not possible with such
large classes,” says one.
"In some cases, yes; in oth-
ers, nothing would help,"
gays another, "Define 'in-
teresting' and how," com-
ments a third.

adolesoent tn tell him how
or what to tegch, and after
they have gohe to sehnpl
as long ag he has, hgg might
considey listenihg to what
they have tn say.

Jahpson moves-
lecture with a chronicle of
labor troubles and the
plight of miners at the
turn of the century.

A student remembers
that the popular song
"Sixteen Tons" had some-
thing to do with miners.
Johnson says it certainly
does, and goes on to cx-
plain how the song de-
scribes the miners' woes
and why it is significant.

Mild Reproach

When the gum-chewing
gets unbearable, Johnson
turns to a girl and says
half - seriously, "Honey,
please stop snapping your
gum, I think you're going
to blow out my right eav-
drum." She chuckles, but
gets the message.

Johnson attempts to en-
liven his discussion of cor-
ruption during the Taft
Administration with a
comparison of the Water-
gate scandal. The effort
does not get very far be-
cause few students know
much about Watergate.

But teachers like John-
son who work hard at it do
succeed more often than
not. As one former student
of his put it:

"I remembered every-
thing he said because of
the way he presented it or
some stupid thing he
said."

The teacher is in her 50s,
a matronly manner, given
to issuing constant warn-
ings to her students: "If
you talk, zero. Thal's
right, zero.. Zero if you
talk." .
- There is a tone of bel-
ligerence from. two or
three of the youngsters,
and some give her a fair
amount of harassment.
Still, most seem not terrib-
ly disruptive. Mainly, they
do not seem to want to be
there.

into the

One youngster in partic-
ular talks alqud frequently
and is openly sporhfl of
her, She tries to ignore
him most of the time (later
she tells g visitor he I8 a

“'ratier kig" who 1§ helng

put mit of the cluss),

She takes the cluss
{hmugh the legsan thlt
less than spectacylor 7 C-
cess. Néup the end, wheh

she says she lg q{)nut done,
child care, in which many .

there are gudible sighs of
relief.

LEmotional Qutburst

Then, just before the bell
sounds, there is an asto-
nishing scene,

While the students are
still there, she goes to a vi-
sitor in the rear of the
room. In a wrought-up
state, she complains loud-
Iy how the youngsters will
not do any work, are not
the kind of students Ha-
milton used to have. They
all want handouts, she
says. They arve TV kids, if
they do not like it' they
turn it off, she declares.

Some of the students
laugh, others look half-em-
barrassed. The bell ends
the scene,

Paperback books on the
causes of the Civil War are
being passed out to stu-
dents. There is loud talk-
ing, but most of it is about
the books and what they
may contain,

When the teacher, Deb-
bie Bissiri; starts to talk,
the class quickly becomes
quiet, and note-taking be-
gins almost immediately.
The class is advanced-
placement U.S. history, a
college-level course.

The teacher is picking
her way through the early
19th century for incidents
that led to interscctional
conflict, She describes a
‘state that had deficed the
federal government, but
one student leaps ahead
and says, "That sounds
like nullification."

"Right!" the teacher ex-
ults, smiling. She and the
class are of a kindred na-
ture, their minds locked
into the same wavelength,

Now she is at the black-
Hoard, writing names,
phrases, concepts. The an-
swers flow from the class,
and the level of discussion

differs litlle from that
{ou.nd fna ,spec!al#zed_ cal-
ege cpupse op the Clvil
War,

Before the period ends,
the {pacher asks that the
paperhatks (glso college
callrxgi‘) he repd forthwith,
After the hell, four bnys
renjulp to talk with her

"ubgyl the day's discussion. -
o — T and desltby itV
The scene Is a cluss in .
- protests, then flres back,

of the girls have’enrolled -
because of their "obvious
interest in children. But
for five wecks, they have
been discussing pregnan.;
cy, and they are getting
weary of the subject.

The teacher begins her -

lecture, reading word for
word {rom sheets of paper
before her. She has as-
signed one student to take
‘notes for the class on the
blackboard with chalk.
"She just reads from
books," one student mum-
bles. "All of us are going to
walk out that door know-
ing nothing."
Here is a sampling of her
instructions to the class:
"You may have cravings
for unusual things like
pickles and ice crcam."
"This hook is about the
T.amaze method. It's sup-
posed to be painless child-
“birth. It sounds like some-
thing foreign to me."

Leland S. Simon is the
faculty character. He is
thin, bearded, wears a sin-
gle blue-and-white earring
and is thoroughly cynical
about the public school
system. He serves herb tea
to visitors.

The class he is teaching
today is "Man and His En-
vironment." Simon has
*heard about a company
planning to build a city in
a forest—but one that is
ecologically sound and
blending inlo its sur-
roundings.

He suggests the class get
together a collection to
send for information on
the project.

"How could you give $5
to support spmething
that's E
forest?"
mands,

Says another: °

"Yaulve taught us all
year ﬂ]at things should be
fiatural and here you are
su?pnrtlng someone {hat's
gnipg Lo move into a forest

one student de-

He listens to their:

-"T have tried all year not
_to be absolutist about any-
thing, and here you are be-
ing absolutist before you

know .anything about it.

It's the word 'city' that
blows your minds."

Simon challenges stu-
dents, provokes them, even
angers them. He ends up
ridiculed by some and vir-
tually worshipped by oth-
ers. Not all of them agree
with him, but most agree
he makes them think.

Simon does an incredible
amount of research and
preparation for his classes,
He is loaded down with in-
formation sheets he makes
-up on suhjects from health
food to pollution. Some-
times, he dispatches the
class on projects, the re-
sults of which he types up
and putisin pamphlet form,

A 10th-grade English
class has just finished
reading "A Raisin in the
Sun® The teacher asks
some questions, gets no re-
sponse and proceeds to an-
swer them himself,
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DO SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR

SKIN'S PROBLEMS!

ADRIEN ARPEL KNOWS lleW DISTRESSING SKIN
PROBLEMS'CAN ‘BE TO TEENS AND TWENTIES,
S50 COME TO HER SKIN HEALTH SPA AND HAVE

YOUR COMPLEXION ANALYZED, VACUUMED,
BRUSHED AND TREATED WITH ORGANIC CREAMS,
IT REALLY WORKS, TREATMENT, $20HR,

or $10 1/2 HR, IN OUR BEAUTY SALON,
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The class is furious.

New Way Found
To Stop Hair Loss,
Grow More Hair

HOUSTON, Texas—If
you don’t suffer from
male patiern baldness,
you can now stop your
hair loss . . . and grow
more hair.

For years “they said it could-
't be done”. But now a firm of
laboratory consultants has
developed a treatment for both
men and women, that is not
only stopping hair loss . . . but
is really growing hair!

They den't even ask you to
take their word for it. They in-
vite vou to try the treatment
for 32 days, at their risk, and
see for yourself!

Naturally, they would not
offer this opportunity unless
the treatment worked. However,
it is impossible to help every-

one. . R

The great majority of
cases of excessive hair
fall and baldness are the
beginning and more fully
developed stages of male
pattern haldness and

But, if you are not already
slick bald, how can you be sure
what is actually causing your
hair loss? Fven if baldness may
seem to “run in your family,”
this.is certninly no proof of the
cause of YOUR hnir loss.

Hauiv loss caused by sebum
can also run in your family,
und many other conditions can
cause hair loss. No matter
which one is causing your hair
loss, if you wait until you are
slick bald -and your hair roots
are dead; you are beyond help,
So, if you still have any hair on
top of your head, and would like
to stop'your hair loss and grow
more hair, . . now is the time
to do something about it before
it's tao late,

Loesch Laboratory Consul.
tants, Inc., will supply you with
treatment for 32 days, at their
risk, if they believe the treat-
ment will help you. Just send
them the information listed be-
low. All inquiries are answered
confidentially, by muail and

cannot be helped.

Box 66001, 3311 West
Houston, Texas 77006

following conditions;
Do you have dandruft?.

NO OBLIGATION COUPON
To: Loesch Laboratory Consultants, Inc,
Main'St,

1 am submitting the following information with the under-
standing that it will be kept strictly cornifidentjul and that [ am
under no obligation whatsoever, I-now have or have had the

Is it dey?

without obligation, Ady,

or oily?.

Does your forehead become oily ot greasy?

When?, .

Does your scalp itch?.
« How long has your hair been

Do you still have any weak hair on fop of your head?__

thinning?.

How long is it?.

NAME

Is it dry?,
Attach any other information you feel may be helpful,

Ts it oily?

ADDRESS.

CITY.

STATE.

_ZIP,

.
.
.
.
.
.
-
.
.
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.
.
.
.
.
.
.
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ELECTROMATIC TIE RACK
Push a button and rack revolves.
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Ball returns automatically, '
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DOOR STOP

BURGLAR ALARM
Battery operated.
6.50
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MASTER CHARGE OR AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD,

He then asks the class to
tnrp In their books and ha
distributes -8 new novel,
"Harlem Summer" by
Mary Elizabeth Vroman—
a slim paperhagk.

After glving a bhrief
synopsis of the hopk; the
teacher agks for volun-
teers to reard alolid,

' Pwo Imople raige ‘thel
Hands, 11é chooses a glil,

It is a slow, halting pro-
cess but with the teacher's
help she makes it through
the first chapter,

Andther student is cho-
sen’and'he is a better read-
er and: the chapler goes
quickly. - -

He chooses a few more
readers- who, with work-
manlike skill, plug
through . the' very simple
sentences that fiil the
book. o

Meanwhile,,many of the
students are reading
ahcad, Jooking " out the
window or_have' cut class
altogether. and. are’roam-
ing.the halls, =~ . -

Says one. absentee- stu-
dent: "I have already:read
"A " Rafsin’ in the Sun®
twice. and when they read
aloud ‘T am dlways ahead
of them and I get impa-
tient for them to hurry up.,
That's why I'm not there.
today." o
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surgically implanted

ura-hair

Withaut peer for tha adventurous lifo style. Many doctors seloct it

for themselves, Con't come off and even during

remains comfortoble, carefiee, windlbown ond looks like it is grow.
ing. Part it and see scalp. No second skin plostics, on-again off. -

agoin lape, ocetone, aggrovation or transplants,
pendent doctors, 4.6 sutures, local anesthetic. Ask

+.Durhr Hair

DURA-HAIR International, Inc.

8383 Wilihire Blvd., Suite 652 -

daring exploits it

Qur offices, inde-
your dector,
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you less!

Check these advantages in
buying your suede or leather

coat-from Wilson’s.
SELECTION:

where else!
COLORS:

tion!
WORKMANSHIP:

say: “It's from Wilson's!”

-SHOP TODAY!
SAVE TODAY!

The perfect gift
for Father's Day

Beverly Hills
Los Angeles U

Sherman Oaks
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HOUSE.-SUEDE s LEAT
FACTORY
SAVINGS!

That's what you'll find at
Wilson's House of Suede and
Leather! Because we cut our
own coals, and sell them direct
to you, eliminating the middle-
man’s profit, your coat will cost”

NOWHERE ELSE can you find
the variely of hard-to-fit sizes
that you'll find at Wilson’s!
You won't have to shop any-

RIGHT NOW, you can choose™:
from 28 permanent, vat-dyed 4
colors in the finest suedes and *
leathers! Nowhere else will |
you find a greater color selec-

Our materials are the finest!
And our skilled workmen will
cut and fit your coat with a
look that'll make you proud to.

Loy A

g AR, #SALES LADIES! Good jobs open
S %gs»: :52} “wcmlom“

OPEN SUNDAY 11 to
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« 9844 Wilshire Boulevard « 879-3122 or 553-0588
622-3435
986-0808

860 South Broadway .
14326 Ventura Boulevard .

Bring in this couponandsave |

of your cholce!
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