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CALIFORNIA.
REPORT _

On the subject of Land Titles in California,
made in_pursuance of instructions from
the Secretary of State and the Secretary
of the Interior, by WiLLiam Canrey
Jones.

T the &:m:rr the Interior:

Sm: On the de.luly laat, I received a letter
of that date from the Department of State, inform-
ing me that 1 had been appointed a “‘confidential

Hiocainsfor the 5 of Deavariog .
3 r A
ns to the ouadlﬁnnp:f mtl itles in California;™
and, at the smne time, your letter of instructions,
m!g u letter from the Commissioner of the Land
Office. "

Pursuant to these, 1 left this city on the ldth of
the sume month and embarked from New York on
the 17th, on board the steamship Empire Oix, for
Chagres. Arriving at that on the 20th, 1

ed immediately to Panama, under the ex-
pectation of shortly obtaining a to Califor-
nin. The first opportun.i;ﬁ; wever, was by the
steamship Orelgzn, the of August. I arrived
at Monterey, then capital of Californin, and
where the territorinl archives were deposited, on
the 19th of tember. 1 d visited the
towns of San José, the present capital, and San
Francisco, and returned to Monterey. 1 also made
arrangements for going by land, so as to visit the
principal places on the way, from Monlerey to Los
Angeles, and thence to San Diego. The early set-
ting in of the rainy season rendered this juurn:ﬁ
impracticable; and on the 16th of November I |
Monterey on the steamship Panama, and went by
sea to Ban Diego. Thence, 1 went by land to Los
Angeles; and on the 3d of December returned to
Ban. , in order to embark on the steamer which
was at that time ted from San Francisco, 1
embarked from San Diego on the Tth of December
on the steamship Unicorn, and landed the 18th of
the same month at Acapulco, in Mexico. | pro-
ceeded thence us rapidly as possible to the city of
Mexico, where I arrived on the 24th. On the 11th
of January I left that city, and on the 15th of the
same month embarked from Vera Cruz for Mobile,
and thence arrived in this city on the lat of Febru-
ary I have been preven making my re-
port until the present time, by the un de-
tention of the papers and memoranda which I col-
lected in C , and which I could not, without
inconvenience and delay, and some hazard of their
loss, bring with me through Mexico, and therefore
grncund to be brought by way of the lathmus of

'anama,
On arriving in California, my attention was im-
mediately directed to the subjects in your
letter of instructions. 3

1. “To THE MODE OF CREATING TITLES TO LAND,
FROM THE VIRST INCEPTION TO THE PERFECT TITLE,
AS PRACTISED BY MEXICO, WITHIK THE PROVINCE
OoF CALIFORNIA."

All the grants of land made in Ca{l.ihrnta (except

ueblo or v lots, and ex rhaps, some
P nia north of the bay of San Foa?ncréo. ag.will be

E;:uﬂ.or noticed) subsequent to the independ
of Mexico, and the establishment of that gov-
ernment in California, were made by the different
political . great rity of them
were subsequent to Jan » 1832, nnd conse-
under the Mexican Law of

vernment regula-
the law, dated 218t
1832, General José

the then Territor
:;’Lm:'nh, under & from the gw’-’
ernment at Mexico, Victoria, who, after

ﬁ:ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬂﬂ&?&i%EE&&E*REE&&:

:St.h A{ t, l&ﬂi, and the

tions, pursuance
November, 1528. In January,
i became Governor uf

H" to the 'pl'mciplﬂ of the h".' Chll‘sM

e Eoe 'E-aﬁmad Territory 1 the
desc ’ a n
Acta of the Mexican federntion, adopt-
ed 3lst .hulacz, 1824, and by the constitution,
adopted 4th ber of the same year,* The colo-
nization of California, and granting of lands there-
in, were, therefore, t to the law of 18th
August, 1824, under the tion and control of
t. That governmeut, as
already stated, gave regulations for the same, 21st

the terms of the

te of
lar, tracts to empresarios, or persons who should
uus:hh. for a consideration in land, to bring
families to the country for the purmofcohaln‘
tion., Granta of the first , that is, to
families or .single persons, not exceeding
elevon sitios, were “not to be

valid,” until sanctioned b mmm’
" un %
g o M -~y b

Those of presario or
colonization s, (or contracts,) rc%uiredalih
sanction by the Supreme Government. In case the
concurrence of the D tion was refused to n

o ——— -

tee, ( es called
lunds, sometimes on agriculture,) who reported at
a subsequent sitting. The approval was seldom
refused ; but there are many instances where the
governor omitted to commupicate the grant to the
assembly, and it quently remained ted
on. The approval of the assembly obtained, it was
usual for the secretary to deliver fo the grantee, on
application, u certificate of the fact; but no other
record or registention of it wans kept than the writ-
ten Erorcedingl of the assembly. There are, no
doubt, inatances, therefore, where theapproval was
in fact obtained, but a certificate not applied for;
and as the journals of the assembly, now remain-
ing in the archives, are very imperfect, it can
bardly be doubted that many grants have received
the approval of the ussembly, and no record of the
fact now exists. Many grants were passed upon
and approved by the assembly in the winter and
g of 1846, as 1 d by loode memorah-
a, ap tly made by the clerk of the uu:n.%y
for future entry, and referring to the grants by
their num metimes n dozen or more on n
single small piece of paper ; but of which 1 could
find no other record.
“ 8o, also, with the sleps, embracing the
m:ﬁuga ax o survey, up to the perfecting of the
There were not, aa far asl could learn, any regu-
lar surveys made of grantsin California, up to the
time of the cessation of the former government.
There was no public or authorized surveyor in the
country. The grantausually contained a direction
that the grantee should receive judicial p sion
of the land * from the pn?u magistrate (usuall
the neareat alcalde) in virtue of the grant,”" an
that the boundaries of the tract should then be de-
signated by that functionary with * suitable land
marks."” t this injunction was usually complied
with, only by pm&ur the attendance é)f the mu:;
trate, to give judiei ion according to
ﬂ:bn.l dunﬁptiu.'!n conh}ned in the t. 8 of
the old grants bave been subscquently surveyed, as
I was info , by asurveyor under a tment
of Colonel Mason, ac as Governor in.
1 did pot see an record of such surveys, or
understand that there was any, The *¢ lﬂﬂna
of the title” 1suppose to have been accomplishe
when the grant received the concurrence of the as-
sembly ; all provisiona of the law, and of the coloni-
zation tions of the supreme government,
ro-r tea to the title being **definitively valid,”
ving been then fulfilled.

» I think, must be
counted complete litles.
“ And if there be anymore books, files, or archives
qf any kind whatsoever, ing the nature, character
and exlent

The

& commitlee on vacant

following list comprises the books of record
and of grants, which I found existing
in the government archives at Montercy:

1. “I828. Cuaderno del i
fierras, y sefinles que
ritorio de la Nueva California.’—(Book of regis-
tration of the farms, brands, and marks [for mark-
ing wmll the inbabitants of the ter-
ritory of New California. )

Thie book containg information of the situation,
boundaries, and appurtenances of several of the
missions, as hereafter noticed; of two puebl
Jos¢ and Branciforte, and the of about
twenty grants, made by various 8, y .
can, and local authorities, at different times, be-
e St o M he it s Eitici

o ve I arran, u -

ﬁnnob':limdhmend-mofﬁgmnmmt o

rocure a registration of all the occupied lands of
¢ territory.

2. Book marked ** Titulos."

‘T'his book containg records of grants, numbered
fm?‘; i:l:DB, gl‘ a\:’ﬁ:‘m :.l;.lu, from 22d May, 1833,
to . SUCCemsivE PFOVCIOOrsS,
Figueroa, ,.'luﬁ Cuh{, Nicholas Gutierres, and
Mariano Chico. A part of these
all) are included in a file of l’-rn.m.l.
hereafier bed, marked from No. 1 to No, §719;
but the numbers in the book do not correspond
with the numbers of the same grants in the expedi-
mniles.

3. ** Libro donde sc asciertan los despachos de ter-
renos adjudicados en los aiios de 1539 and 1840, —

(Book de the concessions of land adjudicated
in the years 1539 and 1540.)
This book comtains a briel entry, by the secre-

tary of the departinent, of

te, including their
numbers, dates, names

the granices and of

grants, quantity granted, and situation of the land,
usunall mum?inlhcbmkinthmdwih: were
conc: . This book contains the s from

:?th January, 1839, to 8th December, 1843, inclu-
ve.
4. A book similar to the above, and containing

WASHINGTON: FRIDAY MORNING, APRIL 26,
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The next and final in the title was the ap- | The same year a presidio was established at Monte-
proval of the grant by ‘:En Territorial Dapmating, rey, and & missi B Astablish t n. Subse-
(that is, the local gi.lhmrc. afterward, when the | quently, the Dominican friare obtained leave from
territory was crealed into a Department, called the &e king to take charge of a part of the missions of
“Departmental Assembly.”) this purmu it | Californin, which led to an arrangement between
was the governor’s office o' communicate the fact | the two societies, whereby the m of Lower
of the grant, and all information concerning it, to | California were committed to the Dominicans, and
the asscmbly. It was here referred to a commit- | the entire field of the upper province remained to

the Frunciscans. This arrmogement was sanc-
tioned by the political authority, and continues to
the present time. The new &stablishments flour-
ished, and n{)klly augmented their numbers, oc-
cupying first the space between San Dina)nnd
Monterey, and subscquently extending the
northward. A report from tgnvicern to the king,
dated at Mexico, 27th December, 1793, gives the
following account of the number, time of establiah-
ment, and locality of the missions existing in New

At first, the missions nominally occupied the
whole territory, except the four "small military
posts of S8an Diego, Santa Barbara, Monterey, and
san Francisco; tg':t i#, the limits of one mission
were said to cover the intervening space to the
limita of the next; and there were no other occu-
pants except the wild Indians, whose reduction and
conversion was the object of the establishments, The
Indians, as fast as théy were reduced, were trained
to lahor in the missions, and lived either within its
walls, or in amall vill near by, under the
sEiritunl and tem, direction of the priests, but
the whole under the political control of the gover-
nor of the province, who decided contested ques-
tions of right or policy, whether between different
missions, between missions and individuals, or
concerning the Indians. Soon, however, grants of
land to be made to individuals, especially
to retired soldiers, who received special favor in the
distant colonies of Spain, and became the settlers
and founders of the y they had reduced and
protected. Some seitlers were also brought from
the neighboring provinces of Sonora and
and the towns of San José, at the head of the Bay
of Ban Francisco, and of Los Angeles, eight hﬁ
from the portof San Pedro, were early founded.
The governor exercised the privilege of mfki;g
tains of the

California at that time :
Missions. Situation. When founded.,
1. Ban Diego de Alcala.lat. 32942  July 16, 1769
4, Ban Carlos de Monte-
36 33 June 3, 1770
3. Bn::xnuminde Padua 36 34 July 14, 1771
4. Ban Gabricl de los
¥ Temblores. ........ 34 10  Sepl. 8, 1711
6. San Luis Obispo ..... 31 88  Sept. 1, 1772
6. San Francisco, (Do-
S o 37 56 Oct. 9, 17161
7. Ban Jusn Capistrano. 3 30 Nov.1, 1776
4. Santa Clara..... teres 37 00 Jan. 18, 1777
9. San Buenaventura 34 36 Mar, 31,1782
10. Santa Barbara,...... 3428 Oct. 4, 1756
11. Purisima Conception. | 35 32 Jan.8, 1787
12, Banta Crug .. ,.00uvns 68 Aug.28, 1791
13. LaSoledad........... 36 38  Oct.9, 1791
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of law applicable to the case which I bave wet in

R
families; that outside the villages there should be

this investigation, go to show that the missions of
Upper California were never, from the first, reck-
oned other than government establishments, or the

founding of them to work any change in the own-
ership of the soil, which continued in and at the
dis 1 of the crown, or its representatives. This

tion was also confirmed, if’ it had needed any
confirmation, by the opinions of bhigh legal and
oﬂlci:l authori 'nl' in‘ Mexico. A The l:uia;ahlmh—
a ing collectively of pricsts and pupils —had the
i tg: the 4 the a.dminhtrl:ﬂ;:m of ity the
whole resumable, or otherwise disposable, at the
will of the crown or ita re ved.

The object of the missions was Lo aid in the sei-
tl t and pacification of the country, and to
convert the patives to Christianity. This accom-
plished, scttlements of white established,
and the Indians domicilinted in villages, so as to
subject them to the ordinary magistrates, und the
spiritual care of the ordi clergy, themissionary
labor was considered fi , and the establigh-

ment Fulbjnct to be dh;olnd or Wnd- 'l‘bii-
view of thejr an appears in
the tcnmﬁfmw of y I:_,urm, of
13th September, 1813.* The isions of that act,

in fact the

and the remson given for
ments. It

whole tlnorz of the mise
was passed “in conseq of a complaint by the
Bighop elect of Guiana of the evils aiflicted
that province, on account of the Indian settlemnents
in charge of missions not being delivered to the
ecclesinstical ordinary, M%’l thirty, forty, and
fifty years had since the reduction and con-
version of the Indians."* The Cortes therefore, de-

creed :

1. That all the new redueciones y doctrinas, (that
is, settlements of Indians newly converted, and
not 5“ formed in parishes,) of the provinces be-
yond sea, which were in charge of missionary
monks, and had been ten years subjected, should
be delivered immediately to the respective ecclesi-
astical ordinaries, (bishops,) ‘‘without resort to
ADY eXCuse or ?reuxt.n-nn orimably to the laws and

reapect.”

ulas iu tha

distributed to each family of colonists, in full do-
minion and pwnership, caballerias® of irrigable
land, or eight, if dep on the , ar six-
teen if adapted to stock raising, and also live stock
and agricultural implements; that this distribution
made, (out of the movable dprupcrt]' of the mis-
sion,) one-half the remainder of said '?rupcrty
should be sold, and the other halfl reserved on ac-
count of governiuent, lndo?prlird to the expenses
ol worship, maintenance he missionaries, sup-
wrt of schools, and the purchase of agricultural
unplements for gratuitous distribution to the colo-
nista. .

On the 16th April, 1834, the Mexican Congress
passcd an act to the following effect:

1. That all the missions in the republic shall be
secularized.

2. That the missiona shall be converted into cura-
cies, whosc limita shall be demarked by the gov-
ernors of the States where said missions exist,

3. This decree shall tuke effect within four months
from the day of ite publication.

The Tth November, 18388, an act of the Mexican
Congress directed, that “until the curates men-
tioned in the second article of the law of 1Tth Au-
ﬁu-r., 1833, (above quoted,) should takc possession,
the governiment should aug:{:i the execution of
the other articles, and mai things in the con-
dition they were before said law."

I have, 8o far, referved to these various legislative
and governmental acts in relation to the miesions,
only to show, beyond equivocation or donbt, the re-
lation in which the government stood toward them,
and the rights of ownership which it exercised over
them. M’ attention wna next directed to the
changes that had taken gh.ce in the condition of
those establishments, under the various provisions
fur their secularization and conversion into private

propcrty‘ (

Under the act of the Spanish Cortes of Seplen-
ber, 1813, all the missions in New Spain were lia-
ble to be secularized; that is, their temporalities
delivered to lay administration ; their character ns
missions taken away by their conversion into par-

vy

concesgions of large tracte, and the cagp

presidios were authorized to grant building lots,
and small tracts for gardens and farms, wi}h the
distunce of two 1 from the presidics. By
these means the mission tracts began respectivel
o have something like known boundaries; thou,
the lands they thus occupied were still not viewed,
in any light, as the property of the misgionaries,
but as the domain of the crown, a| rinted tothe
use of the missions while the state of the country
%d require it, and at the pleasure of the political
asuthority,

It uruyllu custom throughout New Spain, (and
other parts of the Spanish colonies ulso,) to secu-
larize, or to subvert, the mission establishments at
the discretion of the ru.linE political functionary;
and this not as an act of arbitrary power, but in the
exercise of an acknow ownership and au-
thnrltz‘. The great estab of Sonora, | have
been told, were divided between white seitlements
and settlementa of the Indian pupils, or neophy tes of
the ts. In Texas the missions were
broken up, tbe Indians were d ,and the lands
have been granted to white settlers. In New Mex-

ico, | am led to suppose, the Indian pupils of the
missions, or thdrdpa-:wdnnu.lﬂ.ll.tz:mtrrt.
oumpz th.di-uﬂhhnn?nm mdc:l(urpuh:;:
exercise of lhmthndty
ishments, und wha

to them, is certain.

missions of Dmr
however, to thue dealt with, at pleasure of
the Government, does not resl only on the argu-

ment to be drawn from this comstant amljugiku'm

practice. It was inherent in their f a
condition of their establishment. A belief has pre-
vailed, and it is so stated in all the works I have ex-
amined which treat historically of the missions of
that country, that the firstact which looked to their
secularization, and especially the first act by which
any authority was coonferred on the local govern-

lnnds thitherto granted; but should collect the cat-
tle and movable property which had been lent out
either by the pricsts or administrators, and sctile
ina friendly way with the creditors; and likewise
regniher the dispersed Indians, oxcept such as had
been legally emancipated, or were at private ser-
vice, That the priests might provide out of the
products of the missions for the necessary expenses
of converting, subsisting, and clothing the Indians,
for & moderate all to th Ives, ec i
cal salacies to the ma mos, and the maintenance
of divine worship; under the condition, that the
priests should bind themsolves in honor aud con-
science to deliver to the public treasury one-eighth
g‘art of ull the annual products of the eatablishmenta,
bat the Departmental government would exertall
its power for the protection of the missions, and
tho same in respect to individuals, and to ) private
property, securing to the owners the und

e

and generally, this formality was nol observed.
This remark” relates to the y!'-rrm and grazing

rounds (r pied ¥ the i L
rom the landsaround the mission buildings, ere
are, however, some grants in the immediate pre-

cinots of the missions, and some titles to Jodians,
pursuant to the regulation of Governor Figueroa,
I.ndh'nh;kpu}ollmlﬂm o{rGWerntt:ﬁl:i:'.u,:u |;:d|::nrd
in the of expedientes of grants rg noticed.
What I have been able to gather from the meagre
records and memoranda in the archives, and from
private information and examination of the actunl
state of the missions, is given below. It is neces-
ur{ to explain, however, atill farther thau I have,
thal in epenking of the missions now we cannot
understand the t catablishments which they
were.,  Since 1833, and even before, farms ol great
(many leagues) extent, and many of them, have

&renmlion of the lands the¥ now hold, but prom-
ng not o make any new ta without coneult-
ation with the priests, unlesa where the lands were
notoriously unoccupied, or lacked cultivation, or in
case of necessity.

Micheltorena’s governorship was shortly afier
concluded. There had been sent to this l;epnrt-
ment with him a ‘considerable body of persona,
called presidarios, that is, criminals condemned to
service—usunlly, as in this case, military seryice
on the frontier—and their presence and conduct
gave such offence to the inhabitants, that they re-
volted, and expelled him and the presidarios from
the country, was succeeded by Don Pio Pico,
in virtue of his being the *‘first vocal” of the De-

ental Assembly,* and also by choice of the in-
bitanta, afterward confirmed by the central gov-
ernment, which, at the same time, gave additional
privileges to the rtment, in respect to the man-
ent of its domestic affuira.
© next public act which I find, in relation to
the missions, is an act of the Departmental Assem.
gl‘z, quhlishod in a proclamation of Governor Pico,
une, 1845, This act providea: 1. That the gov-
ernor should call together the nwph‘%:' of the fol-
hwi:gnau}od ne: San Rafael, Dolores, Sole-
n Miguel, and

d the limita they enjoyed, in all cases very
greatly, and in some instances into a narrow com-
pass; and while their borders have been thus cut
off, their planting and other grounds inside are
dotted to guur or leas extent by private grants.
The extent to which this has been the case can only
beascertained by the same process that is n
every where in ruia to separate public from
private lands, namely, authorized surveys of the
mnu according to their calls, which, though not
nite, will always furniah some <
ishable natural Bbject to guide the surveyor.*
re nctual condition of the establishments, under-
standing them in the reduced sense above shown,
was, at the time the Mexican government
in California, and according to the best informa-
tion I could obtain, as follows :

MISEIONS. WHERE SITUATED.
San Diego........... 32248 BSold to Santiago
Arguello, 8 June,
1846,
San Luis Rey........ 33° 03’ Sold to Antonio Cot
and Andres Pico,
May 13, 1846.

Puebloand remain-

Ban Juan Capistrano. 33° 26/
der sold to John

2, That ns well these missions, (doectrinas,) as |ishea under charge of the secular clergy; and the | dad, LaPurisima; and in case those McKinley, 6 De-
all others which should be erected into curacies, | lands pertinent to them to be de as other | missions were abandoned by their neophytes, that cember, 1945,
should be canonically provided by the said.ordi- | public domain. The question of putting this law | he should give them one month’s notice, by procla- | 8an Gabriel.......... 34° 10¢  Soldto Jul'n Work-
naries, (observing the laws and cedulas of the |in operation with to the missions in Califor- | mation, to returnand cultivate said missions, which man and Hugo
royal right of patronage,) with fit ministers of | nia was at various times agitated in that province, i!the; did not do, the missions should be declared Reid, 18th June,
the gecular clergy. and in 1830 the then governor, Echandria, pub- |aban d, and the bly and governor dig 1846.

3. That the miasionary monks, relieved from the | lished a project for the purpose, but which was de- | of them for the of the Department. 3. That San Fernando. ... .. . 34°1¢' Rented to Andres
converted settlements, which should be delivered to | feated by the arrival of a new governor, Victoria, | the missiona of Carmel, San Juan Bautista, San Pico, for 9 years,
the ordinary, should apply th Ives to the exten- | alinust at the instant the plan was made public, | Juan Capistrano, and San Francisco Solano, should from December,
sion of uﬁﬁm in lm:m of the inhabitants of other | Victoria revoked the decree of his predecessor, and | be considered as pueblos, or villages, which was their 1845, and sold to
wilderness parts, proceeding in the excercise of | restored the missionaries to the chargeof the estab- | present condition; and that the property which re- Juan Celis, June,
their missions conformably to the directions of | lishments, and in their authority over the Indians, | mained to them, the governor, after ating auf- 1846.
paragraph 10, article 335, of the Constitution.{ Subsequent to that time, and ‘previous to the act | ficient for the curate’s house, for churches und their | San Buenaventura.... 34°36' Sold to Joseph Ar-

6. the missionary monks should di tinue | of i} tion of August, 1833, nothing further to | pertinences, and for & municipal house, should sell noz.
immediately the goverument and administration | that end appears to have been done in E.umnia. at public auction; the product to be applied, first, | 8anta Barbara........ 34°40' Rented for 9 years,
of the propeity of the Indians, who should choose | Under that act the firat step taken by the Central | to pn{ing the debts of the eatablishments, and the from June8, 1846,
by means of Lguir o ienfos, with intervention | Government was the expedition of Hijar,above no- | remainder, if any, to the benefit of divine worship. to Nicholas Den.
ofl.ho superior political authority, persons among | ticed. But the instructions deliv to him were | 3. That the remainder of the missions to San Diego, | Sunta Ynes.......... 34°52' Rented to Joaguin
th Ives petent to administer it; the hutﬂ. not fulfilled. Hijar had beena ted Governor of | inclusive, should be reated, at the eiscretion of Carillo.
being distributed and reduced to private owner- | California, as well as Director of Colonization, with ernor, with the proviso, thal the neopbytes | La Purisima......... 35° 00 Sold to John Tem-
ship, in accordance with the deeree of the 4th Jan- | direciions to relieve Governor Figueroa. After Hi- uld be at liberty to employ themselves at * le, December 6,
uary, 1813, on reducing vacant and other lands to | jar'sdeparture from Mexico, however, arevolutionin tion on their own grounds, which the st.
private ty." the Supreme Government induced Hijar'sappoint. | & designate for them, in the service of the | San Luis Obispo. . .... 35° 3¢ Pueblo.

It hus olso been supposed, that the act above al- | ment as political governor to be revoked; and an | rentee, or of any other person. 4. That the princi- iguel. ..o...... 35 458 Uncertain.
luded to of the Mexican Congress, (act of 17th Au- | express woaa sent to Californin to announce this edifice of the mission of Sauta Barbara should | 8an Antonio 36° 30 Vacant.
gust, 1833,) was the first assertion by the Mexican | change, and with directions to Figueroa to con- exce from the pro ren yandinitihe | goledad.............. 36 38 House and en

vernment of preperty in the missions, or that | tinue in the discharge of the ernorship. The zwernur should dﬂ’i{:l the parts most suitable sold to &Eﬂ.,

y by that act first became (or came to be con- | courier arrived in advance of Hij » who found | for the resid of the bishop and his attendants, Jan. 4, 1846.
:idem!) national domain. But this is likewise an | himeelf, on landing, (in September, 1534,) de« and of the missionary priests then living there; | Carmel . ... ......... 44 Pueblo.
error. The Mexican government has always as- &rivmi of the principal authority be had expected | moreover, that the rents arising from the remain- | San Juan Bautista 36° 58 Pueblo,
serted the right of property over all the missions of | lo exercise. e consenting 1o co-operatc with | der of the property of said mission should be dis- | Sanw Crug........... 37°00' Vacant.
the country, and I donot think that the supposition | Hijar in the Iatter’s instruc concerning the | bursed, one-half for the benefit of the church and | ganta Clara........ .. 37920 Incharge of priest.
has ever been raised in Mexico, that they were the | inissions, Figueroa Ited the Territorial Depu- | its ministry, the other for that of its Indinns. 5. | San José............ + 37° 30’ Incharge of priest.
P of the missionaries or the church. tation. That body protested against the delivery | That the rents arising from the other missions | Dolores .............. 37° 59 Pueblo.

- al Con, of Mexico, in a decree of | of the vast property incladed in the mission es- | should be divided, one-third to the maintenance of | §an Rafael 34° (0 DMission in charge
the dth August, 1821, concerning the public reve- | tates—and to n settlement in which the Indian pu- | the minister, one-third to the Indisns, one-third to of priest.
nue, declares the estates of th:sng:quhi , an well ||th had doubted] q itable claim—into | vhe government. Ban Francisco Solano, 35° 30' Mission in charge
us all temporalities, to be the property of the na- hj&r'-‘gouudnn. 1t d that his authori- | On the 28th October, of the same year, (1845,) of priest. :
tion; (that is, no doubt, in contradistinction from | ty, in the matter of the missions, on his | Governor Pico gave public notice for the sale, to |y, jnormation sbove given concerning the con-

rty of the States—making nog ion of their | « ission as governor, which had revoked, | the highest bidder, of five missions, to wit: San dition of the missions, at the time of the cessstion
m ublic property.) This term would include | and noton hisappointiment (unknown Lo the law) as Rafael, Dolores, Soledad, San el, and La Pu- of the former government, is y obtained from
not only the mission establishments, but all rents, | Director of nization. As a conclusion to the | risima; likewise, for the sale of the remaini doc tain i '.ng.;:}.“’ from private
profits, and income the monks receive from them. | contestation which followed, the as- buﬂdm in the pueblos é‘f:rmly missions) of sources. What is tobe traced in the archives is on
A like act of the 7th July, 1831, agnin emb bly suspended Hijar from the last-mentioned | San Obiepo, s Juan Bautista, and | oG oF , linble. to be lost; and patts
the eatates of the inguisition and temporalitics ssna- | sppoiatment, and returned him to Mexico. San Juan Capistrano, after separating the churches | (00 TGS FPCC, 100" there may also be some
tional , and places thein with ““other rural .hﬂwﬂﬂ'.hdwz adopted (in Au- | and their m"‘f‘“““" and a curate's, munici- papers concerning them which, in the s of dét-
and estates,” under churge of & director | gust, 1834) u projectol secularismtion, which be | pal, and The were 4P | umetts, escaped my examination. Thaveno doubt,
= ive regulations for colonizi .upr‘" 1 Regulation.” It muhplm—thueof&u Luis Ob v | however, uf the exactness of the statement above
the Territories muy raise an idea of territorial and | vided that the missions should be converted s and San Juan Capistrano, the first given, as far as it 1
native property in them, but it puts out of the ques- | Iy into pueblos or villages, with & distribution of %‘&' °]f December Wﬂ“u‘%) those of San | =y iy be peen, then, that the missions—the
tion any proprietary right in the missionarice. lands and movable ¥ as follows: to each in- , Dolores, San Juan tinta, Carmel, Sole- | L4} ot of (heir lands cut off by private grants, but

The {‘h.h article of regulations, (execu- | dividual, head of a family, over twenty-five years | dad, and San Miguel, the 23d and 24th of January, | Lan™ 0" 0oby ombracing a consi e
tive mqul_ujm, for colonization of the Territories, | of age, n lotof ground not exceeding four hundred | 1846; meanwhile, the government would receive | ¢ ot rhaps frcen one to ten leagues—have, some

lopted 21at N ber, 1828,) relates o the mis- | nor less than one hundred varas square, in the | and take into consideration proposals in relation to | ¢ mp'm sold or granted under the former
sions, and directs that, *“In those Territories where | common lands of the mission, with a sufficient | said missions. : ; ;warun'unt. and become private property; some
there are nissions, the lands which they occupy tmnty in common for pasturage of the cattle of | In the same proclamation, Pico proposed to rent | 2000t i “I consequently ted
aball not at proseat be colonized, nor until it be d2 | the village, and also commona and lands for muni- | to the best bidder, for a period of nine years, and | Fonre seg o v W0 (8¢ SORRAIRCY of
termined if they ought to be considered as proper- | cipal uscs; likewise, the samne individ under conditions for the return of the l:rq)ort‘.l: families; a part are in the hands of rentees, and at

ty of the settlements of the neophyte-catechumens
and Mexican settlers.”

The sul acts and measures of the general

g b ipvio ] ’wm‘a}nﬁn

wos an act w Mexican A
1833. Such, however, was nol the case. m
secularization—their subversion—was looked for in
their foundation; and 1 do not perceive that the

like eniries of is issued between Sth J s 8
1844, and 23d ber, 1845.
b. File of expedientes grants—that is, all the

of

proceedings (except of the
the reapective grants, secured, those of each

ina te yand marked and labelled with
ite number and name. This file is marked from
No. 1 to No. 679, inclosive, and embraces the

of time between 13th May, 1833, o July, .
The numbers, bowever, bear little relation to the
dates. Some numbers are missing, of some there
are duplicates—that is, two di t ts with
the same number. The expedientes are not all com-

Amembly) relating to
t

local anthority (certainly not the supreme author-
ity) has ever been without that lawful jurisdiction
over them, unless subsequent to the colonization
regulations of 2ist November, 1828, which tempo-
rarily exempted mission lands from colonisation.
1 quote from a letter of ““instructions Lo the com-
mandant of the new establishments of San Diego
and Monterey,” given by Viceroy Bucareli, 17th
August, 1773:

“ Art, 15. When it shall happen that a mission is
to be formed into a pueblo, (or village,) the com-
mandant will proceed to reduce it (o the civil and

jcal ernment, which, accord to the

gu ; in grant app to have
n refused; in others it is wqum The collec-
tion, however, in evidently inte to represent

t of the first-mentioned class, the ernor
npr.l. in favor of the grantee, from the
assembly to the SBupreme Goverument.
The *“first thn"d’ the claim, t to
and as practised in California, was
to the Gevernor, pmﬂm the grant,
usually the quantity , and
posi with sune descriptive ob-

cer, whero the land petitioned for was situate, to
know if it was vacant, and could be ted with
out in, to third or the public, and some
times to know i petitioner’s account of him-
welfl wan true. ‘Hlerop'!-ly(i\rm)urlhe ,
or other officer, was written upon or attached to
the

wenl into was not unfrequent, of
Inte years, to omit the formality of sending the pe-
ﬁﬁolhulhludmmmuwu::nr re-
quini the alrendy possessed the neces-
-q‘:'nlamnmm‘ the land and the
partien. In that caso the grant followed immedi-
ntely on the petition. Again, it sometimes hap-
panndl.lnu.&:‘ yofiholoug"mm'n{mm
W-ﬂ persons ’
q-lﬂ:-nua.::m the ﬂdi majority of
the myhﬂhmm l.“h
Fﬂl referance to the prefect or alcalde;
. Hin report, or informe; 4. The grant from the
governor.
* When and how, and by whom recorded]”’
The of the petition and informe, and
in the case, were

!
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tates which have been granted, and it is probable

Ilnws, is observed by other vil of this kingdom;
then giving it a name, and dec for its patron
the t under whose memory and protection the

Hi Earrndad **

was (Cuoando legue el caso de

that in many or most inst the ominsi -
rent in the archives is supplied by original m
monts in the hands of the parties, or by long per-
mitted occupation.
N 10 $he S hertnk o Qo menset Saa,
ng to the te or men ves,
m fm able to discover, o
I am assured, however, by Mr. J. C. Frémont,
that, according to the best of his recollection, n

book for the year 1546, cor ing to those above
noted, exte from 1839 to the end of 1845, ex
isted In the archives while he was Governor of Cali

fornia, and wnas with them when he delivered them
in May, 1847, to ths oficer appointed by General
Kearny to receive then from him at Monterey.
I “CHIBPLY THE LARGE GRANTS, A8 THE Mis-
P BIONS, AND WHETHER TME TITLE TO THEM BE IN
¢ ASBIGNERS, OR WHETHRE THEV HAVE REVERTED,
CAND VESTED IN THE 0OVEREIGN P
I took much pains, both in California and in
r“k:;d to amsure myaelh:‘f lh: d::n:hi:a in n
L] w t view, ‘wma’
!e:Il - hhmulz m“ as the sismows of
lifornia. It had been that the lande

ihe property of
m;ﬁ: t ugw-

i California were established
ander the direction, and mainly at the u‘m-e, of
the government, and the missionaries had
never any other rzhh than to
use of the lands the

:.hn‘:l at l-hlarlﬂlllﬂ ::ul

wn t
d.nbn.?y mm
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oe hayn de formarse en el una , pro-
2&!«6{? commandante & rMﬂ bierno civil
y economico que observan, segun las leyes, los de-
man de este iendole nombre !

ernment of Mexico in direct refercnce to mis-
sions, and affecting those of California, are briefly
as follows:

A decree of the Mexican Congress of 20th No-
vember, 1833, in part analogous to the decree be-
fore quoted of the Spanish Cories of Se ber,
1813, directing their general secularization, and
containing these provisions:

1. The government shall proceed o secularize
the missions of U and Lower California,

2. In each of said missions shall be established a
parish, served by a curate of the secular clergy,
with a dotation of two thousand to two thousand
five hundred dollare, at the discretion of the gov-
erument,

4. The mission churches, with (he sacred vessels
and ornuments, shall be devoled to the uses of the

puriah,
5. For each parish, the governunont =hall direct
the construction of a cemctery outside of the vil-

"% 0r the baild belongin
the mast fitt ba selected for the dwelling of
the curate, with a lot of ground not exceeding two

to ecach mission,

declarandole por su F:::i:nlnr el santo bajo cu mo’-
moria y venerable proteccion se fundé Ia miision. )

The right, then, to remodel these establishments
at pleasure, and convert them into towns and vil-
lages, subject to the known policy and laws which
governed settlements of that descri W+ we see
rinciple of their foundation.  Articles 7 and
10, of same letter of i tions, show us also
that it was a part of the the missions that
their condition should be thus changed; that
were regarded only as the nucleusand bases of com-
munities to be therealler emanciputed, acquire pro-
prietary rights, and administer their own 4 H
and that it was the duty of the governor to choose
thoir sites, and direct the construction and arrange-
ment of their edifices, with a view to their conve-
nient ex into towns and cities. And not
only was this genersl revolution of the establish.
meisis thus early contemplated and provided for,
but meantime tzo governor had mtborﬂf to reduce

their possessions by grants within and w , aned
to c¢han their l;zudit!nn by detail. The same
series instructions authorizged the ernor o

t lands, either in community or individually, to
Indinns of the missions, in and about their settle-
ments on l.ln-idonb lande; and ‘1'.‘0; make grants
to settlementa of white persons. EOVErnor was
likewise authorized at an url‘y day to make grants
woldiers who should marry Indian women trained
the and the first grant (and only one
of record) under this au tion was of
near the mission edifice of Carmel, near
authorizgation given to the cap-
to grant lands within two

of their Muwl restraine them within that
distance, so as to leave

and in extracts it
ying this
1 A revolution more than equal to
since the Iatter only

all

other .
perior of the rty. In brief,
mﬁ.-‘ll.mry-dn{ mrnm.n’nd principle | the

hundred varas square, and the others appropriated
a icipal bouse and schools.

On the 2d December, 1833, a decrec was published
1o tbe following effect:

““The government is authorized to take all mea-

sures that may the col and make
effective the pecularization of the i of Upper
and Lower California, being empowercd to this ef-
foct to use, in the mowt expedient, the

n
cas de obras pias ( riy of the piety fund) uitﬁﬁm
territories; W aid the transportation of the commis-
sion and farnilies who are now in this capital des-
tiped thither."

The commimion and emigrants, spoken of in this
circular, were a colony under the chinrge of Don José
Maria Hi » who was sent the following spring,
(of 1834, ) aa director of colonization, with instruc-
tions to following effect: That he should “make

beginnin, occupying all the propert rlinent
tnf‘lw mi‘ﬂ‘:”m of h';zh muﬂ;"‘mfimm wet-
tlements to be formed, ial care should be taken

to include the indigenous (Indian) pulation,
mizing them with the otker lnhnlnhng: and mot

rimitting any ) t of Indians alone; that
lpghl plans ahould be made of the squares
which were to com the villages, and in ench
square building-lots be distributed 10 the colonist

* “Collection of Decrees of the Bpanish Cortes,
uted in foroe in Mexico.” Mexico, 1829, p. 106,
The following is the clause referred to, namely,
h 10, art. 335, O itation of the S !
onarchy, 1812:
*“The incial councils of the provinces heyond
oen attend to the order, economy, and :
of the misslons for the conversion of infidel
inne, and to the prevention of abuses in that
branch of administration. The commimsionera of
such missions shall render their accounts to them,
which accounts they shall in their turn forward to

is clause of itsclf scttles the charncter of these
as a branch of the public admi

among
ue-half of the live stock, grain, and agricalta
impl nts of the that the r inder of

order and without waste, the of

the lands, inmovable property, stock, and other
cllects, should be in sharge of ma o8 or other
grrnmu appointed by the governor, subject to con-
rmation by the general guvernment; that from
oo { the priests and bﬂpempmt‘fwelil:m -
nanee o and ex r ser-
vice, and lhop temporal exp of the missi
that the minister should choose a place in the mis-
sion for his dwelling; that the emancipated In-
diana should unite in ¢ Inbors for the culti-
vation of the vineyards, dens, and field lands,
which should rewsin undivided until the determi-
nation of the Supreme nuent; that the do-
nees, under the rc{ull jon, should not sell, bur-
then, or transfer, theilr grants, either of land or
cattle, under any pretexi; and any coniracts W
this effect should be null, property reverting to
the nation, the purchaser losing his money; that
lande, the dones of which might die without leav-
ing heirs, should revert to the - nation; that renche-
rigs (hamlets of Indi dtuated at & di v
from the missions, and which excesded twenty-five
families, might form se te pueblos, under the
same rules as the pri one. This regulation
was o begin with lm the missions, (without
lzﬂlf,iﬂ‘ them,) and successively be applied to
the remaining ones.

The deputation, in session of the 3d of Novernber
of the same yeur, (1834, ) made provision for divid-
ing the missions and other settlements into parishes
ur curacies, according o the law of August, 1833 ;
authorized the m!-am- pricsta to exercise the
functions of curstes, untll curates of the secular
clergy should arrive, and provided for their sala-
ries and expenses of worship. No change was
mnde, in this act, in the r tions blished by

ernundo, San Buenaventura, Sants Barbara, and
Santa Ynes; the renti to include all the lands,
stock, icultural um.. vineyards, gnrdens, of-
fices, and whatever, in virtue of the inventories,
hould be a ri t to said miesions, with “the
of those small pieces of ground
ways been occupied by some In.
ons ;" likewise to (nclude the
buildings, saving the churches and their ap-
purtenances, and the curate's, municipal, and
#chool houses, and except in the mission of San-
ta Barbara, where the whole of the principal
edifice should be reserved fur the bishop and the
pricsts rﬁdinﬁll:em. The renting of the missions
of San Diego, Luis Rey, San Gabriel, S8an An-
tonjo, Santa Clarn, and San José, it was further
announced, should take place as soon ne pome ar-
rangement wia made concerning their debts. It
was also that the nwrhytu should be free
from r pupilage, and might establish them-
welves on convenient parts of the missions, with
liberty to serve the rentee, or any other person;
that the Indians who pieces of land, in
which they bad made their houses and gardena,
should apply to the government for titles, in order
that l.hdmd- might be adjudicated o them in
ownership; it being understoed that they would
not have to sell their lands, but that they
should descend by inheritance.”

On the 30th March, 1846, the Assembly pussed
am act—

I. Authorizing the governor, in order to make ef-
fective the object of the decrec of 29th May previous,
to operate as he ahould believe most expedicnt to pre-
vent the total ruin of the missions of San Gabriel,
San Luis Rey, San Diego, and others found in like

ex onl
which have
dians of the

Governor Fi ron, for the distribution and man-
agement of the property.

Accordingly, for most or all of the missions, nd-
ministrators were ted the governor ; and
in some, but not all, partial distributions of the lands
and movable property were made, according to
the tenor of the regul From this time, how-
ever, all tracts of lands perti to the misei
but not directly hed 1o the mission b te
were granied, as Any other lands of the territory, to
the Mexioan inhabitants, and to colonists, for stock
farms and tillage.

The nct of the Mexican Congress of 1835, direct-
ing the execulion of the decrec of 1833 W be sus-
pended until the arrival of curates, did not, as far
aa I could mscertain, induce any change in the
policy already ad by the territorial authoritics.

On the 17th January, 1839, Governor Alvarado
issued regulations for the government of the ad-
winiwirators of the missions. These
prohibited (he administrators from contracting
debts on uccount of the missions ; from slaughter.
ing cattle of the missions, pt for ¢ L
and from trading the mission horses or mules for
clothing for the Indians; and likewise provided

L

for the ap of an tor of the tninai
to superviss the mccounts of the administrators,
and fulfilment of their trusts. Ari 11

community.” The establishments of Dl.s Carlos,
San Juan and Senoma were excepted from

teation.
{ “Collsction of Decroes of the Spanish Cortes, "
&c., p. 86.  This decree provides :
1. That “all the vaeant or royal lands, and town
arbitrios, Innds reserved in
5““ for the municipal reve-
MLM in the peninsuln and islands adjacént,

and in the beyond som, except such com-
monn as be necessary for nmm;Fu. shall be
vonvorted into private property; provided, that in
regard (0 town reservations some annual rents

shall be reserved."'
2. That ““in whatever mode these lands were dis-
tributed, it should be in full and exclosive ownor-
#0 that thelr ownors tony enclose them, (with-
prejudice of patha, crossings, watering-places,
servitudes,) o enjoy them freely exclu-
them to such use or cultivation
best adapted to; but without the
able to entail them, or to trane-
time or by any title, in mort-

i

any

+ (or settlomenia, ) in
the borhood where they exist, and who en
Joyed same in common while they were va-

these regulations, and to be governed by special
rules.

On the first of March, 1840, the samne governor,
Alvarado su) the office of administrators,
and laced themn by y with new and
more siringent rules for management of the
establishments; but not making any change in the
ruhofﬂovmﬂm.npﬁlnqmm«x
other property.

By a proclamation of the 29th of March, 1843,
Governor Michellorenn, *in pursuance (as he

states) of an { between the eroor
and the prelate of m missions,” directed the fol-
lowing named missions to be restored

“nm tutors to the Indians, and in the same manner

held them,"” © the mimions
lhykrn?z.m namely
San Gabriel, San

sct forth, that “as policy made irrovocable what was
already done,” the missions should not reclnim any
* A caballeria of land is a rectangular parallelo-
gram of 552 varas by 1,104 varas.
Manifiesto 4 Ia Republica Mejicana, que hace
con

t
el General José Hmlm, te general
gele politico de In California. Monterey, Id

cir 2. That aa the remains of said estal-
lishmenta bad large debis against them, if the exist-
ing riy was not sufficient to cover the same,
uu,mm put into bankruptcy. 3. That if, from
this su zation, the ernor, in order to avoid
the destruction to which the said missions were ap-
proaching, should determine to sell them W private
raons, snle should be by public auction. 4.
hat when sold, if, after the debis were satinfied,
there should be any remainder, it should be dis-
tributed to the I of the respective establish-
ment, 5 That, in view of the expenses necessa-
ry in the maintenance of the priest, and of divine
worship, the governor might deteriine a portion
of the whole property, whether of cultivable lands,
,or of any other description, according to
his duh:rctiou. and b conmllnk-: with the re}
© priests. 6. roperty thus delermined
mld be delivered as byp A

male, but subject to & per-
tual interest of four per cent. for t?:je“um;lp“m

dicated. 7. That the nt act should not al-
fect any thing alrendy » or contracts made in
pursuance of the decree of 38th May last, nor pre-

vent “J l.hlnf being done conformable to that de-
croe. H. That the governor should ide i
all impediments that might not be ,urﬁ_uu ¥ the
act, and in six months, at farthest, give an account
to the assombly of the results of its fulfilment.
Previous to several of the lnst-mentioned ncta,
that is, on the 24th A , 1844, the Departmental
Assembly, in anti of & war breaking oul,
alaw au zing the governor, on the hap-
pening of that contingency, either *“to sell, hy.
Elhm-la or rent the houses, landed property and
Id lande of the missi preb d in (he
whole extent of the country from San Diego to 8So-
notoa, " exoept l.h:&r.&a{u Barbara, “ reserved

for the r P
ncia of the author-
was able o meet with, on

considerable part,
s inade since the act of secu-
the bulk of all the

granta in the country,) are Iy re-
cognised s the m . and 0
used ns grazing farmas, or for other . In
some cases, the such ts wers reo-
forred 10 the principal prisst st ihe mission to
which the peti was attached, and his

nd tho act of the Mexican Con, of
“ﬂﬁ 1892, W pravide for supplying the place

pml.nc{n.l governors, in default of an incum-

the d of the ment when these con-
tracts expire; and the remainder at its present dis-

If it were within ny;mincc to suggest what
would be an equimble tion of such of the
inisions as remain the eriy of the Government,
1 should say, that ﬂn'c' ummmu‘m the church
rty and ornmumnents ; & the cf|

:i’ﬁ 3 for the residence of the prim?d:'ithpnl
piece of land equal to that designated in the origi-
nal act of the Mexican Con for their seculari-
zation, (1o wit, two hund varas square,) with
another piece for a cemetery, should be granted to
the respective Catholic s for the uses speci-
fied ; and the remainder of the buildings, with por-
tions of land attached, for schools and municipal or
county purposes; and for the residence of the
[ " Lﬁ: same allotment at the mission of Banta
Barbara that was made in the last proclamation of
Governor Pico. The churches, certainly, t
not to be appropristed to any other use; and
than I have suggested would, I think, be less than
equity and justice, and less than the in s
have always considered and enjoyed as their right.

To conclude the inquiry in the last portion of
your letter of instructions, namely, concerning
" large grants,”’ other than the supposed ecclesias-
tical grants.

1 did not find in the archives of Californin any
record of large grants, In the sense 1 suppose the

term to be here used. There are a number of
gr-nh o the full extent of the privilege accorded
Inw to individual concessions, and of the au

ty of the local government to make, inde-
pendent of the ceutral government—tlo wit, of
eleven sifion, or leagues square.

There are understood in the country, however, o
be large claims, reputed o be founded on grants
direct from the Mex by
Captain Sutter, another by General Vallejo. The
archives g: far as I could discover) only that
Captain SButter received, on the 15th July, 1541,
from Governor Alverado, the usual t of eleven
#sitios on the river Sacramento, and this is all | as.
cortained. The archives likewise show that General
Vallejo received from Governor Micheltorena, on
the 234 October, 1823, a grantof ten sitios, called
“Petaluma,” in the district of Sonoma; and | was
informed by a rmzn-llhlf gentleman in California,
that Gen V. had likewise a grant, from the Mexican
Government, given for a valuable consideration, of
a large tract, ﬂm-n by the name of **Soscol,"* and
including the site of t resent town of Benicia,
founded & Mesars. ?ll:ﬁ] and Semple, in the
struits of Carquines. It is ted that the smme
gentleman has extensive claims Inm valley ofSon-
oma, and on Suisun bay. Itappears from d
whichGen. Vallgjocaused to be published inthenews
papers of Californin in 15847, that he was uted, in
the year 1535, by Gen. Figueroa, to found a settle-
ment in the valley of Sonoma, “with the object of
arresting the of the Russian settlements of

and vﬂ:’," Gen. Vallejo was at that time
(1836) military commander of the northern fron-
tier. He aftorwards, (in 1836,) virtue of a rev-
olution which occurred in that year in California,
became military commaundant of the department—
the civil and military ment being by the
amne act ﬂm—hm he was confirued
in 1838 by the supreme government.

The extract from Governor ﬁfuam'-
instroctions to him will show the extent of General
Vallejo's powers, as agent for colonizing the north:
“You are empowered to solicit families in all the
ter and r States of the Mexican Republic,
in order to colonize the nurthern frontiers, mﬂ&:
lande to all persons who may wish to
themselyes there, and those grants shall be con-
firmed to them by the Territorial ernment,
whenever the grantees shall apply i the
title which they obtain_from you serving them in
the mean time ns & -ummwm. AH JOUu are
the only individual aw by the superior au-
thority to concede lands in the frontier under your
charge. The Supreme Government of the territory
is convinoed that you are the only officer o whom
#0 great an enterprise can be cotrusted; and in or-
der that it may be accomplished in a certain man-
ner, it is willing to defray (he necessary expenscs
to that end.”

* | was told by Major J. R. Snyder, the e -
man & nted t’:rrn::.l surveyor by Md el ?‘.
r

' ho made surveys of & num
:::ml.h:'-.ren'ml e t of the gt:mlr ¥, that he little
difficulty in following the calls, and ascertaining

the bounds of the grants.



